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Dear Friends & Neighbors,

Many 1 mportant I ssues
zens were debated and acted upon this past se!
In this second constituent newsletter, you will 1
useful information on legislation, the state energy
sistance program, community events and volu
opportunities.

During my first session, protection of state jobs, economic developmen
and securing funding for Juneau |
$30 million capital budget escap
necessary road, sewer and water upgrades will get underway this sumn
As cochair of the Community and Regional Affairs Committee, | was
given the opportunity to protect Juneau from harmful capital move legisls
tion.

Key issues included the nearly $1 billion in federal stimulus funds, the
Statewide Transportation Improvement Program, alternative energy
workforce development, support for the Kensington Mine, repeal of the
defined contribution retirement system, a new state office building, an
tribal authority in child custody matters.

As demographics change, one of the most critical issues facing Alaska
workforce development. We are facing severe shortages in many of ot
professional fields, including health care, construction, trades and eng
neering. As a member of the Education committee, | am pleased with the
progress that is being made. For example, expansion of the number c
Alaskans eligible to enter the University of Washington medical schoo
program, and legislation to provide incentives to Alaskans entering field
underrepresented made great progress.

Juneauds Affordable Housing and
housing affordability issues and have positioned Juneau to take advantac
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of millions in federal dollars pouring into our state. Alaska just recently receive
$54.2 million for housing development; $3.3 million to modernize public housing
and $2.3 million for section 8 project improvements. In addition, the Native
American Housing Block Grant will bring close to $40 million to Alaska for sup-
port of tribal housing programs.

Three AHFC programs are available to assist you with energy costs, if needed:

+ Weatherization Program for homeowners or renters meeting certain income
guidelines. You can contact your program provideBa04787227.

+ The Home Energy Rebate program for homeowners that do not qualify for the
weatherization program, can contact theREBATE Call Center at-877
AK-REBATE or 1:-877257-3228 to sign up.

+ Second Mortgage Program for Energy Conservation, a loan for borrowers t
make coseffective energy improvements.

For complete details on the Weatherization Program, the Home Energy Rebat
Program, the Second Mortgage for Energy Conservation Loan and other pre
grams go to: www.ahfc.us/energy or call AHFC3804782432 or 1907-338

6100.

It has been a pleasure to work closely with district 3 Representative Beth Kerttt
and newly appointed Senator Dennis Egan. Thanks for your support this yea
and please let me know if there is ever anything | can do to be of assistance
youl ' , g " 2 oz ;

With best wishes,

atmuﬁo% ‘ ?
Representati istrict 4

Rep. Cathy Mufioz,
Sen. Dennis Egan, and
Rep. Beth Kerttula
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AK Mental Health Trust Subport Building

A top legislative priority, HB 161, would allow construction of a new

state office building for 500 state employees. This project would pro-

vide a revenue stream for Alaska Mental Health Trust beneficiaries,

while providing critically needed office space. The total cost is $45

million and will house the departments of Labor, Fish and Game, and

Public Safety. The bill is in the last committee of referral, Senate Fi-

nance, and is expected to be acted upon at the beginning of the next

legislative session. Drawing of Proposed Subport Building

Legislative Successes

SenateBill1 ncreases Al askads minimum wage from
2009, it will increase to 50¢ over the national minimum wage to $7.85.

House Bill 26will repeal the sunset, making the Adult Dental Medicaid Services a permanent
that provides preventative services such as exams, cleaning, tooth restoration or extraction a
Approximately 9,300 Alaskans received care through the program through November 2008.
$7.3 million is budgeted for Adult Preventative Dental Medicaid Services.

Senate Bill4% | | ows t he Department of Military an
begin the design of an Al aska Veteransd Ce

Senate Bill 11&ppropriates $9 million for energy assistance from the
General Fund to the Division of Public Assistance for the heating assis-
tance program.

Senate Bill 133stablishes an electronic health information exchange

system that allows all medical providers to exchange health recordgagi@gxiin, Cathy, and Denise
tronically. This will enable medical providers to gain information nigneelio of Alaska Commission
efficiently, while reducing costs for providers and patients. on Aging

Legislation in Progress

House Bill 30would repeal the defined contribution retirement plan and return to a pension pl
teachers and public employees hired after 2005. This bill has strong bipartisan support and is
by Representatives Hawker, Harris, and Mufioz. During the interim we will focus on completion
dependent cost analysis.

Senate Bill 10equires health care insurers to provide insurance coverage for medical care rece
patient during certain approved clinical trials designed to test and improve prevention, diagnosis
ment for cancer; directs the Department of Health and Social Services to pro-

vide Medicaid services to persons who participate in those clinical trials.

House Bill 10establishes a mandatory exemption from municipal property
taxes on the first $150,000 of the assessed value of real property for widows
and widowers under the age of 65 of deceased senior citizens.

Senate Bill 32vouldset payment rates for personal care services in a recipi-
ent's home and for home and commutiged services
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